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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The bf$t wrUten tmd utott mahenlic Jjjf* ^ the celebrated 
Sjm Fbakcis Drake, our Jint Circunmavigator, u thiU 
which appeared in the Biognphia Britannica ;" and at 
it it inaccettibU to the generality of readers, it it now 
reprinted, in a better type and more converdent form, and 
is published by Mettrt. LosoMAti and Co. at the detire 
0^' the Editor, who hopes in tiit Aoft U wUi prove not 
wmeeeptabU to the Pubiic. 
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SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. 



Sm Francis Drake, one of the most distinguished 
of the naTnl heroes in the glorious mga of Eliza- 
beth. A man, of whom it may be truly said, that 
he had a head to contri?e, a heart to undertake, 
and a hand ready to execute, whatever promised 
glory to himself and good to his country. As he 
was, properly speaking, the son of m^t, we have 
but a very indilferent aoeonnt of his fhmily, or even 
of his father. That which Cumden* gives us, and • Aniiia.R«nim 

Anglican, ct 

which he says he had from Drake s own mouth, Hibernicar. 

, .... . . regn&ute Eliau 

IS SO embarrassed with mconsistent circumstances, Bdta. 
that there is no relying upon it, and trusting to 
our reason at the same time, aa will be shewn in 
the notes.* We will, therefor^ give Ae reader. 



• As will he shcicn in the notes. — As, in venturuig to 
from what Camden has said, wc, at the some time, leave the great 
road io which all our other writer* have travelled, it is but juat 
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in this place, a plainer account, as early in its rise, 
supported by good authority, and, in all its circum- 
stances, very agreeable to the sequel of his story, 

thtt we ahoold gife dw woilil a foU account of the motim which 
induced ni to take fhie Mq^, that it may dearly appear it did not 
praoeed from ringalntty, hut neeeati^. Onr leaned htitoiian, 
> Citmdt^xs speakioK of the efente^ wbidi happened in the year 1580, hai 
Aniiib,i>.3i6. ^MMKb: ** Aboot thio time retained into England Fmnde 
Drake, having acquired great wealth, and greater reputation, by 
prosperously sailing round about the world ; being, if not the firat 
of all which could challenge this glory, yet, questionless, the fint 
but Magellan, whom d'^ath cut off in the midst of his voyag;**. 
Tliis Drake, tu u'lati- no more tliaii wlial I luivt; heard from him- 
sell, was born uf mean parentaije in Devonshire, and had I'Vancis 
Russel, afterwards Earl of Bedford, for his godfatlier, who, according 
to the custom, gave him his Christian name. MHiilst he was yet 
a diUd, hie ikther, embncing the Prateitaat doctrine, was called 
in queilNn by the law of the Six Aitidea made by Henry VIII. 
againet the Proteataats, Jled hie oonntiy, and withdrew hinedf 
into KenL AHw the death of King Henry, he got a place 
among the eeamen in the kmg'e naty to read pnyen to them, 
and, ioon after, he was ordained deacon, and made vicar of the 
chuich of Upnore upon the lim lfedwqr» where the royal fleet 
eanally rides. But, by reason of his poverty, he pot his aon 
apprentice to the master of a bark, his neighbour, who held Um 
closely to his business, by which he made him an able seaona; 
his bark beinp employed in coasting alon? the shore, and some- 
times in carrymj; merchandise into Zealand and France. The 
youth, beuig painful and diiigeat, so pl«as«d the old man by his 
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leaving it to his judgment to piece thevewith the 
chief pmnts in Camden's relation;^ which may be hu 



alio reputed tnHhSp if we knew with certain^ how la raiw^ 

. Holy Smm^ 
P- 123: 

indnstiy, that, bdng a buMor, at liia death lie beqaaatbed Ym Pnow'tWor. 
baik into him bj bn bvl wQL" It falls out nnbappOy finr tbia ^.m; 
■toiy, dtat tbe parte of it are not cooaiMeDL If Oiake ma in Han. 
bb lender fean^ or diildbood, wfaeo bia hther wee penecated on 



tbe won of die Six Aitidea, be matt bare been bom a good 

while l>cfore the year 1539;* and if so, how could Sir Francis ' Burnet'* 
Russei be his godiather, who wa» bimaelf born in 1527 ?« m that, Refor^Uon 
without much strainings this account, they might be both of an 'fo'- "• p- 306. 
aire. It is vcnr certain. th;\t Mr. Drake was but a youne man "PP^"" 

' JO from the iii- 

when Sir .Jolm Hawkins made him raptain of tho .Judith; but, icription on hi* 
according tn tins computation, he was tliirty-iive ur ihirty-bix at 
leasu It is allowed by uU tlic writers of his time, that he died 
in the flonw of bia age, which coaU not wall be aaid if he had 
bean between nty end aeraa^. Aa to the aoconat which I have 
Mlowad, wa bam It from John Stowi^ who waa a veiy iadw- 
tiioaa» caieAd man, and paftiealarly inqoiailha nto tbiaga of thn 



nataie.* Baaides, aa the leader leee in the text, he aetdea every * Sm thaUfc 
atap of hie advanceniants and affirmingtfiat he waa hi tbe twen^> ^y^^^ej** 



aeeond year of bb age when be became oapt^ of the Judith, *^ ^* 

• Strype, pre- 

thn &na hb birdi to 1545, since he was veated with that command nxJ.i t.. 

in October 1 rm. nv fixing this date, the facta mentioned by "ij"'* 
Camden from the mouth of Sir Francis Drake become very pro- of 

bable ; for Sir Francis Russei miiiht well be his godfather, and 
all the events follow that he sets down — only the persecution his 
father suffered must have been in the reign of Queen Mary ; which 
is the more probable, if we conuder that Camden hiinsdf assures 
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< scetutfiiTw to recmicile and bring them in.« According, then, 
bdiTS^ to tliis other account, I find he was the son of one 

Edmund Drake, an honest sailor, and bom near 
Tavistock in the year 1545, being the eldest of 
twelve brethren, and brought up at the expense, 
and under the care, of his kinsman, Sir John 
Hawkins. It is likewise said, that, at the age of 
eighteen, he was purser of a ship trading to Biscay ; 
at twenty, he made a voyage to Guinea; and, at 
the age of twenty-two, had the honour to be ap- 
pointed ciqptain of the Judith, and in that capadty 
was in the harbour of St Juan d'Ulloa, in the 
Gulf of Mexico, where he behaved most gallantly 
in the glorious actions under Sir John Hawkins, 
and returned with him into Eugland witb a very 
• atimiftAM. great reputation, but not worth a groat.' Upon 

ft 807* 

this he conceived a design of making reprisals on 
the King of Spain, which, some say, was put into 
his head by the minister of his ship ; and, to be 
sure, in sea-divinity the case was clear : the Kin^ 
of Spain's subjects had undone Mr. Drake, and 
therefore Mr. Drake was at liberty to take the best 

lU, Queen Elizabeth, in the beginning of her reign, made that 
establisiiment of the fleet in the river Medway, where Drake's 
'AmaLEUi. father read prayers to the seamen. ^ Neither is this the ooly UIM- 
take in Sir Fnuicis DraJw's story by tliat anthor. 
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aatis&ctioii he could on the subjects of the King of 

Spain.* Thb doctrine, how ruddy soever pfeached, PHnro . 

was very taking in England; and theidbie he no vtna,f.nt, 

sooner published his design, than he had numbers 

of volunteers ready to accompany him, though fhey 

had no such (netence to ookiir their proceedings 

as he had.' In 1570 he made his first expedition 'stomHAn. 

nail, ]>. Hit' ; 

with two ships, the Drugun and the Swan ; and CMnden"» An. 

p, 961. 

the next year in the Swan alone, wherein he re- 
turned safe, if not rich.* And havbg now means 



ht niarm d tafe^ if not rieJL — We have no ptrti* 
cnlar acoouot of dieee two Tojaget, or what ke perfimned io then. 
Ihey ««fe made in the jean 1670 and 1671 ; and these k nothug 
eleaicr than that C^tdn Diake had two great pout* in view; the 
one wae, to iafona Imnielf peiftcdy of the aitaatkm and atnngth 
of certain plaeee in the Speniih Weet Indiee; the other to con- 
viace his eovntiTnien, diat, notwithetandiq; what had happ^wd 
to Captain Hawkins in hie laet vojage, it was a thing very prac- 
ticable to sail into these parts and return in safety ; for it it to be 
obser\'ed, that Hawkins and Drake separated in the West Indies, 
and that the former, findin^^ it impossible to bring all his crew 
home to Eriiilaiid, had set a part of them, but wiili llair uwii 
consents, ashore in the bay of Mexico; and those h>:^\\\'Z, looked 
upon as so naany men lost, and indeed very few of llieni found 
their way home, the terror of such a captinty as these poor men 
were known to endoie had a great eflfeet.* fiat C^ptab Ditko, * Sta dw m- 
b thMe two TOjages, haras very wisely avoided eomag lo Uowa "^^f^ 

with the Spaniards, and bringioK ^"i^ saffiGieat ntuns to aatiefv *o)«g«,>nUak. 

lisyt,p.fiO«. 
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sttfficirat to perform greater natters, as well as 
skill to conduct them, he laid the plan of a more 
important design with respect to himself and to 
« Sir Fraud* his enemies.* This he put into execution on the 

Drakr rc%ive<l, 

byPhiUpNi. 24th of Msfch, 1572 ; on which day lu; sailed from 



a4iMbafS4 Plymouth, himself in a ship called the Pascha, of 
u^,*pu't!^ the burthen of seventy tons, and his brother, John 
'Fra!i^ci.^ii>^ Drake, in the Swan, of twenty-iive tons burthen, 
bTonK .iit> yffi^ strength consisting of no more than 

seventy-three men and boys r and, with this incon« 
siderable force, on the 22d of July he attacked the 
town of Nombre de Dios, which then served the 
Spaniards for the same purposes (though not so 
conveniently) as those for which they now use 
Porto Bello. He took it in a few hours by storm, 
notwithstanding a very dangerous wound he re- 
ceived in the action ; yet, after all, they were no 
great gainers, but, after a very brisk action, were 
obliged to betake themselves to their ships with 
very little booty. His next attempt was to plunder 



hb omMti, dinipstad dieae qipRiieiiiioM, «i wdl « niied hit 
own character ; lo that, aft hb ntnm fiom hii aeoond vojag^ hs 

Ibund it no difficult matter to raise such a streng;th as aai^t 
enable him to perrorm what he had long meditated in his own 
mind, but which he never would have been aUe to efiect bat bj 
putauiif thia cautioiu method. 
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the iiniles» laden vith lil? er, vliich passed firom 
Vera Cruz to Nombre de Dios; but in this acheme, 
too, he was disappointed. However, he attacked 
the town of Vera Cruz, carried it, and got aome 

little plunder. In their return, they unexpectedly 
met with a string of fifty mules laden with plate, 
of which they carried off as much as they could, 
and buried the rest. In these expcditioas he was 
very much assisted by a nation of Indians, who 
then were, and yet are, engaged in a perpetual 
war with the Spaniards. The pHnce, or captain, 
of these people at this time was named Pedro, to 
whom Captain Drake presented a fine cutlass which 
he wore, and to which he saw the Indian had a 
mind. Pedro, in return, gave him four lai^pe wedges 
of gold, all which Captain Drake threw into the 
common stock, with this remarkable expression, 
" That he thought it but just, that such as bore 
the charge of so uncertain a voyage on his credit, 
should share the utmost advantages that voyage 
produced." Then embarking his men with all the 
wealth he had obtained, which was very consider- 
able, he bore away Ibr England, and was so fortu- 
nate as to sail in twenty-three days firom Florida 
to, the lales of Scilly, and tiience, without any 
accident, to Plymouth, where he arrived the 9th 
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» $«• th^t re- of AngoBty 1573.* Hit success in this expedition, 

Ution ; a* hIm 

Camdeii'ii An. joined to his honourable behaviour towards his 
'^'^'^ owners, gained him a lugh reputatioD, and the use 
he made of his riches still a greater; for, fitting 
out three stout frigates at his own expense, he 
sailed with them to Ireland, where, under Walter, 
Earl of Essex (the unfortunate father of that still 
more unfortunate earl who was beheaded), Iw served 
' stom'iAa. as a volunteer, and did many glorious actions." After 
the death of his noble patron he returned into Eng- 
land, where Sir Christopher Hatton, who was then 
vice-chamberlain to Queen Elizabeth, privy coun- 
seller, and a great favourite, took him under his 
protection, introduced him to her majesty, and fno- 
*U0»,m. cured him her countenance." By this means he 
acquired a capacity of undertaking the grand expe- 
dition which win render his name immortal. The 
thing he first proposed was a voyage into the South 
Seas through the Straits of Magellan, whicli was 
what hitherto no Englishrnati ever attempted. This 
project was well received at court, and in a short 
time Captain Drake saw himself at the height of 
his wishes; for, in his former voyage, having had- 
a distant prospect of the South Seas, he framed an 
ardent prayer to Crod, that he might sail an English 
ship in them, whidi he now found an opportunity 
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of attempting, die queen*! pennisskm iiiniighing 
him vith the means, and his own fiuoiie qoiddy 
drawing to him a force sufficient.' * The fleet with camdcn>« An. 

pah, p.a61; 

which he suled on this eztrsoidinary undertaking Btemti^An. 
consisted of the following ships: — The Pelican, Prince's W'or- 

thicaori 

• Quickly drawmg to him a force tufficient. — We have ob- 
■erred in the text, that Captain Drake was the first Enp^lisliinan, 
at least so far as we know, that had so much as a sight of the 
South Seas ; ami, as Mr. Camden remarks, l>c was so inflamefl 
with that sight, as to have no rest in his own mind till he had 
accomplished his purpose of sailing an English ship in those seas.* ' 
He was not, howeTer, ao forwaid ai to tell this to all the world, 



iM fMMnr dMfc iMh aa wdHrtaUiif «odd to attmded 
iridi auny diCcdtiw; tlMt ito Mvigitioii ww ncir, and required 
oauidentka tofim it «aa attainptad; Oat the Spaniaida 
adBdaitlyalaniied bjbiikMtaMMnpt; and dm it wmU to 
Ug Uyiadi forbim to adMutiin upon aadi an 
toviag Aa Hnetiaii ofpaUie aiidionty. WhOato 
gnat darign in Ida own ndBd, widuMt commiiinkatiay it to any, 
to took eauatoiHoeniiadwtoBtlighlato ooold to eogifa lemal 
told and acUre moi to.iano vnder bin wtwrerer to want, and, 
by a well-timed diaptay of public aptiit, made himself known' 
and gained some powerful friends at court.* But while he was * Siowa** Aa. 
thus wisely and warily contriving what he afterwards ao happily "*''*' 
executed, one John Oxenham, who had served as a soldier, a sea- 
man, and a cook, and had gained threat reputation by his gallant 
behaviour in the last voya^je under him, lielieved he had jxuetrated 
Capiaia Drake's scheme, and thought to be beforeliaud with him 

C 
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cmnmaDded by himself, of the burthen of one hun- 
dred tons ; the Elizabeth, yioe^miraU eighty tons, 
under Captain John Winter ; the Marygold, a bark 
of thirty tons, commanded by CaptauiJuhu Thomas; 



in tbe eucatiOD of it Aooofdingly, b 1575, tlur ntan aailed in 
a buk of one handnd and lisrty tona baitheii, with asfoity bravo 
ftUom, to Noubfo da Dioa, iriiaii^ l*7«if up in a eneak, 

ha marehed aeroii tho itthmna with hit ooB^paDlona , got into tbe 
Sooth Saaa widi aoue canoM, and took two S^aidah ahtpa with an 
immense treasure in gold and silver. But wanting Drake's abilities 
and generosity, though he was little, if at all, inferior to him in 
courage, he fell nut with his men, which occasioned such a delay 
in hit return, that the .Spaniards found and recovered tlie treasure, 
afterwards drslrovid nianv, and at length took him and some of 
bis companions, whom, lor want of d commission to justify their 
' Hakluyt's proceedings, thoy lianji 'i a<! pirates.' Captain Drake, beiure he 
fLaMT' '^^^ ''"y knowledge of the issue of this business, and being ac- 
J^JjJ*'^^^*' qaainted with no more than wa« public throughout all tho weat 
of England, that Oxonham waa aailed apon nme andi detiga. 



bioaght hia own project to bear by the nMana neotioDed in the 
' Sswrals A». tOBt,* and eaaly obtained a fnee aaffieient to aeooaipUdi it, 
whidi, an things ooniideKd, muat at this day appear a veiy 
cxtiaordfaiaiy event, more eqpeeially if we oooiider that he never 
. diidoaed Ua leal inlmtion after he had hli eoauninioiv nor 
indeed ooold ditehiee it with eaA^. and yet node all hii paepap 
fationa eo jodicioaily, that it doea not ifpeer any other eifeim> 
navigator met with fewer discoaiaganeots than ha, who perfiinned 
all by the light of hie own judgment, and at the eiqwoee of private 
I who had an entiie confidence in him. 
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tlie Swan, a fly-boat ol fifty tons, under Captain 
John Chester; and the Ohristopher, a pinnace of 
fifteen tons, under Captain Thomas Moon." In this ■ ciBndm'« 

Aimala, 

fleet were embarked no more than one hundred and p.3A4; 

sixty-four able men, and all the necessary provi- Yt^S^ 

vol* WL 

sions for so long and dangerous a voyage ; the ^j,, . 
intent of which, however, was not openly declared, ^^^l'' 
but ^ven out to be for Alexandria, though all men 
suBpected, and many knew, he intraded for America. 
Thus equipped, on the 15di of November, 1577, 
about three in the afternoon, he sailed for Ply- 
mouth ; but a heavy storm, taking him as soon as 
he was out of port, forced him, in a very bad oon- 
ditioD, into Falmouth to refit; which having expe- 
ditiously performed, he again pat to sea the 13th 
of December following/' On the 25th of the same " Cuadia.'t 
month he fell in with the coast of Barbary, and on 
the '29th with Cape Verd ; the 13th of March he 
passed the equinoctial ; the 5th of April he made 
the coast of Brazil in 30° north latitude, and entered 
the River de la Plata, where he lost the company 
of two of his ships; but meeting them again, and 
having taken out of them all tiie provisicms they 
had on board, he turned them adrift. On the 29th 
of May he entered the port of St. Julian, where he 
did the least commendable action of his life, in exe- 
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cuting Bir. John Doughty, a man next in authority 
to himself ; in which, however, he presenred a great 
• 8«eti.ereu. appeBTUice of josUce.** On the 20th. of August 

liMi la Halt* 

iiijt,««LiiL he entered the Straits of Magdhm; on the 20th of 

which U omJt. 
ted in the re. 

viMd accuuat * great appearance of justice. — Tljis is by much the most 

inPnicbM,io lemaricable passage in the life of our hero in reference to bis moral 
vfaicfaw be* 

tu t n i ki i i . chancter, and Ihr which, a» we sball aee, he has been very Kverdy 

cennmd. We winflm state the owtter of ftet briefly and plainlj; 

diea mantioii the aanniaes which ham been laieed thenoiKMi} 

and, laady, diew die reader what has been, or may b^ alleged in 

his jutifieation, which we take to be die true coniae of rendering 

woifcs of this kind aashl ; sinoe, m other books, dw actions of 

peat men are seen only n pnitienlar lights, neooiding as the 

aQthor'e subject, or aoaetiinee hb hnmoar^ hicifaieB Urn to pfaue 

them; bat the bubem of a biogn|iher is, ftom the rdation of 

Ihets, to shew what the man of whom he is speaking really was. 

Let us proceed, then, in the present case, to the business. 

On the 18th of June, Captain Drake arrived with his small 

fleet at Port St. Julian, which lies within one degree of the Straits 

of Magellan, where he continued about two months, during which 

time he made the necessary [)rovis!oii for paiising tlie Straits with 

' See the reU- safety.^ Here it was, that, on a sudden, having carried the prin- 
tion of this . ,., , -iji-. 

voyi^in persons engaged m toe service to a deiert iiiaiia lyii^ m 

^'"''Wtt the bay, he callad a kmd of eoHadl«of«war, or mdmr oeaifr> 
TCLBl.p.9ii| 

Ba^Uk Baro, martial, whoe ha eipossd his commiaeioo, by which die qoaen 
DiL^^, granted him dw power of life and death, whkh was delifeied 
r>n. him with this fanmhaUe eanwmion fiom her own moodi: We 



that he, Dnik^ who strikes at thee, does strike at ns." 
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September he passed them, having then only hk 

own ship, which, in the South Seas, he new named 

the Hind ; on the 25th of November he came to 
Machao, in the latitude of thirty degrees, where he 

He then laid opm with great ekqiwne e (for, tbon^ his eduntioB 
wm hat iadiflenat, he had « mndaiftd power of qieeeh,) tlM 
CUM of tUe wiiBiMy; ho procaoded MaEt to dnigo lb. John 
Doogbty, who had been oeoood in oommand dnring dio whole 
Toyafe, when Drake waa preaent, and fint in hie abaenoe, with 
plotting the destruction of the undertaking, and the murder of 
his person. He said, he had the first notice of this gentlemanTa 
bad intentions before he left England ; but that he was in hopes 
his behaviour towards him would have extinguished such disposi- 
tions, if there had been any truth in the inlbrmation. He then 
appealed for his behaviour to the whole assembly, and to the 
gentleman accused : he next exposed his practices from the time 
they left England, while he lived towards him with all the kind- 
ness and cordiality of a brother, which chaige he supported by 
producing papers mate hb own liand, to wUch Mr. Doaghty 
added a ftdl and free conftasion. After this, the captain, or, as 
in the kngmfe of thoie Iumb he is called, die pnersl, ^pitted 
the place, telling the asaeaably he eapeded that they should pass 
a serdiet upon him, for ha would be no judge in his own cause. 
Camden, as the reader will see, says that he tried him bj a jury t 
bat other accoanta affirm, that the whole forty persons of triiich 
the oooit was composed adjudged him to death, and gave this in 
writing under their hands and seals, leaving the time and manner 
of it to the general. Mr. Doughty himself said, that he desired 
rather to die \^y the hands of justice than to be his own exeou- 
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had appointed a rendezvous in case liis ships sepa- 
rated : but Captain Winter, having repassed the 
Straits, was returned to £nglaud. Thence be con- 

tknaer. Upoo tbit, Captun Drake, having maturely weighed the 
iriMie matter, pveamted tline pointt to Mr. Doner's choice : 
lint, to be eneuted upon tite idaad wliote they wcra; next, to 
be Mt aahora on the main lend; or, laitly, to bo laiit home to 
ebide the joitiee of hie coontiyt He deeiied lie mi^t heie tiil 
the next day to oooiider of theae, wbkh waa aUoned him; and 
then, givmg hb leaioae ibr rqecting the two leet, he dedaied 
that he made the fint liis clK>ice ; and lianng reodved the aaem- 
ment with the general from the hands of Mr. Francis Fletcher, 
chaplain to the fleet, and made a full confession, his head was 
cut off with an axe by the provost mnrshal, July 2d, 1,>78. It 
is very remarkable, that this island had been the sceuc of another 
uifair, precisely of the sarae nature, fifty-eight years before, when 
Majrt Han caused John de Carthagena, who was joined in commis- 
sion with liiui hy the King of Spain, to l>e hanged for tiic like 

• Sir William oflencc; aod hence it wai called the Island of True Justice.' 

^i'J^^ Aa to the iaqntetione iMA this mattor brought upn Drake, 
«e win fint eito ifhat Oanden aeya of thie tnumaetion.* <*0n 

'AnnU.EUa. nn S6th of April, entering nto the month of the River of Fhl^ 
he aaw an hifinlte nmnber «f eee-celf«a. FhM Aenoe aailmg 
into the haven of St. Jnimn, he feond n gtbbet, aet np^ ae ie 
thoaghtf bj Magirihm, Ibr dm pnniriinMnt of oertara mntineeia. 
In thi very piece, John Dong^ly , an indnatriotti and atoot man, 
and the next vnto Drake, waa called to hia trie! Ibr reiring a 
nratiny in the fleet, found gnilty tiy twelve men after the EngUdi 
manner, and oendemned to death, which he adiisied nndenntedly. 
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tinued Itu voyage abng the eoaata of Chili and 
Pern, taking all oppnrtnnitieB of adzing Spanish 
diips, or of landing and attacking thm on ■hofey 

being beheaded, having first Koeived the holy commutuon with 

Drake. And, indeed, the most impartial persons in the Heet were 

of opinion that he had acted seditiously, and that Draki.: cut hini 

off as an emulator of hi* glory, and one that regarded not so 

much whom he himself excelled in commendations for sea matters, 

as who he thought might equal him. Yet wanted thtrc not some 

wbo» pretendiDg to understand things better than others, gave out 

that Dnke had in charge ham Leieealer to tike off Doughty upon 

waj pratanoe iriwtew, becnoie he had reported that the Eail of 

Eaaes waa nude away by the ennntng piacticaa of that earL** 

We find thit matter touched in aevenl other hooka, and paitiea- 

hAf m ta* which wen wntten on pnipoae to anpoie die Eail of 

l^iocatar, and peihapa deierving the leM credit Inr that rtoion.^ ' Ih^tmit's 

It nay be offered, in defcooe of Sir Fkancia Diabe, that thi| ,mhh, ^4lt 

openly put to death, after aa ftir a trial aa (he circnn- LeiMsMr^ 

Obosc^ 

I of tone and place would permit; tint he lobauttad patiently scanat ill, 



to his sentence, and received the ■acnunent with Drake, whom he 



embraced inunediately before his execution. Besides these, there 
are two points which dcscr\e particular consideration : Jirst, that 
in such expeditions strict discipline and legal severity are often 
nl)M)lutely necessary; secondltf, that as to the Earl of Essex, for 
whose death Doughty had expressed concern, he was Drake's first 
patron, and it in therefore very improbable he should destroy a 
man for endeafoartng to detect hia murder. We may add to all 
thi^ if liberty may he indulged to coiijectarea, dutt tUa aun, 
preeiiauDg upon the Bail of Leiccotet'a finour (who my prabalify 
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till Im crew wme sated widt plunder; and then 
coasting North America, to the height of forty-eight 
d^rees, he endeavoured to find a passage back 
into our seas on that side, which is the strongest 

proof of his consummate skill and invincible cou- 
rage ; for, if ever such a passage be found to the 
northward, this, in all probability, will be the 
method : and we can scarcely conceive a clearer 
testimony of an undaunted spirit,* than attempting 
discoveries after so loog, so hazardous, and so 
'SbWiilin fatiguing a voyage.' Here, being disappointed of 
v.] Tr>ct., what he sought, he landed, and called die country 
S^'lL^ New Albion, taking possession of it in the name, 
^^^i^ and for the use, Queen Elizabeth ; and, having 
* careened his ship, set sail fiom thence, on the 29th 
of September, 1579, for the Moluocas. The reason 



impond hin upn Drake to be rid of him)^ wm dmee «DoouHifed 
to haa dwigM i^siint Drake; ud nq^l sbo 1m At nm u a. 
vhkh ItindeKd hin finm isdmfait to an alMoIute pardon, at 
doubttDg wbethv it was possible to trust one who had so fu 
•baaed hia ooofidence alieady, and whose known interest with lo 
gnat a man might always enable him to find iostniment?, in 
case he was wicked enough to enter upon fresh intrigues. All 
this, however, is submitted entirely to tlic rcadi r's judgment; 
since it is our design only to furuisli proper liglits from the 
intelligence wliicli has come to our hands, but by uo means to 
auQ at imposing our sense of ihuigs upon the public. 
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of Cftptahi Drake's choosing this passage round, 
ratber than returning by, the Straits of Magellan, 
was partly the danger of being attacked at a great 
disadvantage by the Spaniards, and partly the late- 
ness of the season, whence dangerous storms and 
hurricanes were to be apprehended.'' Perhaps, too, 
he gave out amongst his seamen, that he was de- tUtnymtia 

the Ml* 

tened by the confident, though fidse, report of the momi 
Spaniardt, that the Straits could not be repassed.* 



• That ti^SlrmU omU mt ht rtpoawd.— In ipi«idiiig tUi 
npofft, the l^uiiuds Mftsinly acted irinl7» Ibr it inriaud>ted 
•vaa tk« IiddMt Mfigilon of other nstioM ftoni ittMnpliin tlut 
poiMg^ hook u «pfwli«Mioo that, irinii thc^ were oaes b 

tboM seas, they should never get out again ; but either fall into 

the handa of the Spaniards, from whom they could hope no 

mercy, or perish by fiaoiine before they could possibly reach the 

East Indies.' U is very evident from Captain Drake's conduct, ' See Obeerra. 

tione an tha 

for we have no ottitr wav left of cotiiiti^ at his sentiments, that 



he had maturely weighed all these things Ijcfore he left England. 8«"*h S*ts 
He carried five ships with him to Port St. Juhan, that tlie jxiople of F. ftlagellau, 
mig^t be more at their ease, and have greater plenty of provisions ; ||^fAMmn«^ 



but when be came dildier he brake np two «f than, tint Aeie theVayafss 

nads through 

IcM danger of lepaiatinf hi stnagn aaai, trfddi, though tham down to 



might be 

H iuled hhn, ww, neverthelew, a jnM pmeantioa. In the next f John Nar. 
plaee, it appeam tlmt he had ibnned a deiign of retaramg by 
a ninr pamag^ which, thoa^^ often attaniplad on dm othar nde, 
no Knglwhman cooU over have dido^t to have tried in thia 
till be opened the way, none had the least* 
D 
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On the 13th of October he fell in with certain 
iaIandB, inhabited by the meet barbarous people 
he had met with in all his voyage. On the 4th 
of November he had sight of the Moluccas, and, 

coming to Tcrnate, was extremely well received 
by the king thereof, who appears, from the most 

nolioB of MlHbg dicte teu. Littly, he had tsken gnat can 
to vktoal hinadf properiyt that if (his deaign fciled, as it did, 
he aajf^t he m a eoodftka to fbUoar die exanple of Magellaii. 
In Older to enoouage hht people to thfa, he aeeued to gifo credit 
to die opiakv piopagatod hy tte SianiMds, of die gnat danger 
in npaning the StraiU of Magellan, wltich, howeyer, were aetoaily 
f l UrM i mfl hy Captain John Winter, though Drake and hia company 
could know nothing of thii at that time. But, that Captain Drake 
could not apprehend any impossibility in the thing it«elf, we may 
be assure*! from hence, that in this very voyage he had not only 
paRMjd the Straits, but had also been driven back again, not 
tlirough the Straits indeed, but in the open aea; of which we 
hare a yery distinct accoont given oi fkom hie own eooudi, by 
hb fldation. Sir Ridiard HaufciBi, wUeh b ivy coioa^, and 
• ObsMneUMw weB deMives dw nadei^ aodoe:* In all dto SliaitB it cUwtt 
MihataA and floweih aMwe or leii, end in nMny plaoea it liiedi toy Htde^ 
8«,pfkt^aa iiai fomg )^ whoM are grNt in^dnag^ it lieta or 
ten feet, and donhdeea ftitber in more. If a ann be fomUwd 
with ivood and water, and Ae wind good, he nay keep the main 
aea, end go lennd about the Straita to the eouithweida, end it ii 
the shorter way ; for, besides the experience which we made, that 
^ all the Muth part of the Straits is but islands, many times having 
the aea open, I remeoiber that Sir Francis Drake told me, that. 
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ftttdientic relatUnis of this voyage, to have been, a 
vriae and polite prinoe. On the lOdi of December 
he made Odebei, vrhere his ship imfiwlaiiately ran 
on a rock the 9th of January foUewing,- whenee; 
beyond all expectation, and in a manner miracu- 
lously, they got off, and continued their course. 

luOTi^ ihot Ac SIimU, s itorm took bim int at aoctlwwast, wd 
a to w M c b TMnd aboat to <he mMh^wtalt, «Uoh eontiiUMd witli 
Ub nmj <lsys thtt estKmi^ tfiat he couM aot ogm any 
sail, and that at (he aid of the flaffai lie found hmis<.-ir in fifty 
degrees, which wai sufficient testhnooy aod proof that be ma 
beaten round about the Straits ; for the least height or the Stiaite 
is in fifly-two degrees and fifty minutes, in which stand the two 
entrances or mouths. And moreover, he said, that, standing 
about when the wind chan|;ed, he was not well able to double 
the southernmost island, and so anchored under the lee of it; 
and going ashore, canied a conapaM villi bin, and eeeking onl 
(ha aovdMniiMMt paiti of tta iriaBd, cajt-Maiilf doiAi ajpon the 
ntt a n a i ert point, ptmUBag, and ao reached oat hit body ow it 
SooB after ha enbaihed, wham ha aoqaamlad hie .paopb (hat he 
had been apob tha eoalhamiaoit known had u the mrid, and 
Ibrther lo Ae loalbwaid apon it Am wtif nf-tiMm, or any isaa 
aa yat knava. ThMe teetiinooiee my eafiea fot (hit tiatb unto 
all bnt aoch as ana iaoedulous, nml will believe nothing but 
what they tee; for my part, I am of opinion tiiat the Strait 
is navigable all the year long, although the best time be in 
November, December, and .Tiinuary, and then the winds are 
more favourable, which at other times we variable, as in all 
narrow seas." 
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On the 16t]i of March he arrived at Java Major ; 
thence he intraded to have proceeded for Makcca, 
but found himself obliged to alter his purpose, and 
think of returning directly home/ On the 25th of 
March, 1580, he put this design in execution; and, 
on the 15th of Juno, he doubled the Cape of Good 
Hope, having then on board his ship fifty-seven 
men, and but three casks of water. On the r2th 
of July he passed the Line, reached the coast of 
Guinea on the 16th, and there Mratered. On the 
11th of September he made the island of Tercera, 
and, on the 3d day of November the same year, 
entered the harbour of Plymouih. In this voyage 
be completdy surrounded the globe, which no com- 
mandor^in-chief had done before.' * His success in 

• Which no txmtmcmder'in-chi^ had done b^ore. — The fint 
iolo iriioM tlKM^ die poMOiilitf of lihtt «iitai«d vm tlie odi- 
bntad ChrittoiilMr Cdombw, vfaow kaowbclg* n die wt of imi* 
getioo, vlwD one oonaiden the deftels b phOoiopliy end eitraooeij 
m his tine, efpeen peifiMtly WBoauof.* Sir John Oebot, IhOer to 
SeleitiMi Celbot, who oontenpoierf with CohiBdNM, conifie- 
hended hii princ^lM peifcedj, which iodeoed him to piopose to 
onr Kiof Heniy the Seventh the finding a noith-wert pemge. 
Pefdimad Magellan, a Portngaeae by birth, offered hit senrice to 
the crown of Spain, and proposed searching for a paMage to the 
south, which was accepted. He sailed from St. Lucar, September 
the 30th, 1519; be found and paaaed the Straita, which beer bis 
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die ToyagBf and the immense mass of wealth he 
brought home, raised much discourse throughout 
the kingdom, some highly commoiding, and some 
as loudly decrying him. Tb» former alleged, that 

his exploit was not only honourable to himself, 
but to his country; that it would establish our 
reputation for maritime skill in foreign nations, 

name, the next year, but in his return was killed in the East 
Indies. Ilis ship came back safe to .Sjiain ; and as this was the 
first, su it was the only example tliat ('Hplain Drake had to 
encourage him in his design; and, to balance this, there were a 
multitude of unfortunate attempts afterwards. In 1627, the Spa- 
niards sent Garcia de Loatsa, a knigbt of Malta, with a iqaadroii 
of wftn ahipi, to fbllovr tte imito of IbgoUiD. Ho po— d fhe 
Stnhi iodted; lort mmm of hk ahipo b Ae Sondi Seas; odim 
pBt into tiM poili of Neir Spain; and only hif veaal and onodMr 
mchad Hh/t Ent lodiea, wheio hlnMilf and oil hit pMpIo pflriahod. 
Anodior aqoadnm of aeveu akipa, fttcd out by the Bidiopof PIftT 
contia, had no bottw fbrtmo; tot, baving lancbed tlio Sontk Sea^ 
they were ao diaoonn^ed that Aey proceeded no farther. In 1626> 
(he Genoese sent two ships to pass these Straits, of which one waa 
cast away, and the other returned home without efiecting any 
thing. Sebastian Cabot, in the service of the crown of Portugal, 
made tin: like triiil ; Init, not bxting able to find the !:»traits, re- 
Innicd into tlie Hm r of Plate. Americus Vespusius, from whom 
the New World received its name, undertook to perform, in the 
service of the crown of Portugal, what Cabot had promised ; bat 
tUf vdn mui «m HOI now aoladcy, fbr bo oonM not find either 
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and raiae a ua^ qririt of emal a lioii at home; 
and tliat as to the money, our merchantt having 
sufRered deeply from the faithless practices of the 
Spaniards, there was nothing more just than that 
the nation should receive the benefit of Drake's 
reprisals. Thi other party alleged, that, in fact, 
he was no better than a pirate ; that, of all others, 

the Straiu or the River of Plate. Some yean arter, the Spantaids 

equipped a stout squadron under the commaad of Simon dc Alca- 
sara, but, before they reached the height of the Straits, the sailors 
UtgB mutinied, and obliped tlieir commander to return.* Such rejjeated 
misrortuncs discouraged even the ablest and boldest seaman ; &o 



fftMv^uJ ^™ Spaniards and straogcra dropped all 

dmighti of MMihting Magellan: and highly prabaUs it is, that, 
if CqilHBMtB bad Mtf diiekMd Us deugn, he had ant fa«6a 
aum fiMtflBat* than A* veaL Hk comatt, Omekn,wmf 
ba wfaniiad* who dwat endaamw an utarpthe, dw declaring ,of 
arhidi had iaAWbly daatiojad it: «od hie aafaeUy b aavigatiiig 
aeaa wholl; iBkamm, as veil m hia ralam aa in bis gafag out 
(for not a aum on board hit ahip had ewr leen the Cape of 
Good Hope), can hardly be enoagb admired. His intrepidity in 
10 lar to tlie north, in hopes of coining that way home, 
very sarpfising; and the methods he took through ail tho 
voyage to keep his people steady, in full spirits, and, for the 
most pan, in good health, must give us a very high nien of his 
capacity ; and therefore, we need not at all wonder that, upon 
his coming to England, his fame rose to such a height as to 
provide envy as well as praue. 
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it least became a trading natioa to encourage sndk 
practices; that it was not only a direct breach of 
all our late treaties with Spain, bat likewise of our 

old leagues with the house of Burgundy : and that 
the consequences would be much more fatal than 
the benefits reaped from it could be advantageous. 
Things continued in this uncertainty during the 
remainder of the year 1580, and the spring of the 
succeeding year. At length they took a better 
tam; for, on the 4th of April, 1581, her Majesty 
gi^ig to Deptford in Kent, went on board Captain 
I>rake's ship, where, after dinner, she conferred on 
him the honour of knighthood* and declared her 
absolute approbation d all that he had done, to 
. tiie confosifm of his oiemies, and to the great joy 
of his lUends.* She likewise gave directKMis for • Omtim** 
the preservation of his ship, that it might remain sir wm. Mm. 
a monument of his own and his country's glory, p.4oo; 
In process of time, the vessel decaying, it was 
broken up ; but a chair, made of the planks, was 
presented to the University of Oxford, and is still 
preserved."* In 1685, he sailed again to the West *8MMr.cow. 

edit. t«80, 

• And is stiU preserved. — It is observed hy Mr. Camden, that, PP* 
when the ([Ufen went to dine on board the Golden Hind, there 
was such a concoune of people that the wooden bridtce over 
which tbej pasMcl broke, and upwaida of aa hundred persons 
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Indies* having under his command Captain Chris* 
topher Carlisle, Captain Martin Frobisher, Captain 

Francis KnoUys, and many other officers of great 



ftU. into the river: by wbieh aeeidentt however, then me nobodj 
bait; a» if, mji be^ that ebip had been beik uder aooM lucky 
eoofldletMiu Upon thit eceieion the IbUowhif venee, nods by 

< cumdrrr. th« sdiolm of WbdMrtsr C^dl«ge, wei« MuM to tfao OMh 

Annali, p.SftO. 



Dnk»,n«y'nMdly claim, 
•arUt, 



81 iMeauit homtne*, factant ta 

Which may be nndefed : 

Exposed to thee hare eartli'a last limiti been, 
Thou at like dijuitu o l«it!i the I><.l.«i hnut neeii : 
Were mankiiid mute, the ilan thy fame would blase. 
And FUbtti ifi« Ui «M «iHfuigB<k pn^ 

DiguM ratia qu* itel ndiaatibo* iuclyt* tteUia ; 
Supremo call i 

Tbiu translated : 

Aimdat the atara, thy aUp i 
Ab< alv*, in gracing It, to ioriUy giMlt. 

t Britanaia, The same learned author, in anotluT famous work of his,' lakes 
apLljMtl'iMi- "^'^ ^ circumatance very extraordinary in relation to this 
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reputation. In tiiat expedition he took the cities 
of St. Jago, St. Domingo, Cartiiagena, and St. Au- 
giistin; exceeding even the expectaticm of his friends, 

celebrated ship, which is so strange in hielf, tb^t we diodd 

have passed it by in a writer of less credit; but what Camden 

thought fit to record of things happening in his own time, it 

might be justly thought a fault in us to omit. Speaking of the 

shire of Buchan in Scotland, he says : " It is hardly worth while 

to mention the clayks, a sort of geese, which are believed by 

some, with great admiration, to grow upon trees on this coast 

and ill other places, and, when they are ripe, to fall down into 

the sea, becauie neither thdr nmU nor eggs can anj where be 

found. But Atoy wbo ww the tbip in vUch Sir Ftmm Dnk* 

wilsd loond die worid, iriien It wee Ud op b die river Huhmh, 

conldteetifyilwtlitae biide bved in die dd rotten iteele ofdiipe, 

nnoe n gieat nmnlwr of eneli, vidioat life and ftaAen, etnck 

doee todm ontiidnof dwkeelerdwtehip. T«t I Aoidd «Unk 

dm dm genecedon of dieee Uide wee notftom dw kfe of wood, 

Imt ftom die eee, tinned, hj dw poeti. die patent of aD diinck" 

But to proceed in our narration. Time, that destroji all ddngib 

having made gt&A breaches in this s}iip, which for many yeeie 

had been contempUted with just admiration at Deptford, it was 

at length broke up ; and a chair, made out of the planks, was, 

by John Davies, Esq., presented to the University of Oxford, upon , 

which the famous Abraham Cowley made the following epigram, 

that neither the hero nor his vessel might want the assistance of 

the Muiet to render them imnortal:* ■ Cowley't 



To thia great ship, which round the world has run. 
And jaalch'd in race the chariot of the sun j 



Workis troLll. 
P.66S. 
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and the hopes of the common people, though both 
• HaUnyt, weiB aangttine to the lut d^^.' Yet the profits 
SJitriSi! of this expedition were but moderate; the design 
Tli.rpi '; of Sir Francis being rather to weaken the enemy 
camdim-. An. ^ enrich himself/ In 1687 he proceeded to 
SMM'iAn. Lisbon with a fleet of thirty sail; and having intel- 

p.709; Hol- 

liubed; Speed. ligencB of a '?rcat fleet assembled in the bay of 
Cadiz, which was to have made part of the armada, 
he, with great courage, entered that port, and burnt 
there upwards of ten thousand tons of shipping; 
and after having performed all the service that the 
state coald expect, he resolved to do his utmost 
to content the merchants of London, who had con- 



Mini Tncu, 
r.i7a 



TUi PjFAiiliniB lU^ (Cv H MMf daim, 
WUhont pTCsumptian, ■• iMmd • namp), 

By knnnrMge once, nud truwromution now. 

In her new tiMfe, tbii tacred port aUdW. 

Dnka nd Us lUp mbU Mt km irtihM frOB IlM« 

For )o I a leat of endless rt-st is given 
To hir in Oiford, ami to him in haam. 

To this kt va add uoilMir, yAwto anpablidied. 

No ihdl Mmiik, on UbH* Uaidi 
Wkat gnaur pnlM^ An tkM 10 Buildi «ho iDB 
"■""'"ff tbat not which eanaot be outron ' 
Wide aa the worM thou compaas'd, ipreadi thy {ama. 
And with that world an equal date ahall claim. 
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trilmted, by a Toluntary subteriptioii, to fhe fitting- 
out of his fleet. Wiik this view, having intelli- 
gence of a huge canack ezpeeted at Tercera firom 
the East Indies, thither he sailed ; and though his 

men were severely pinched for want of victuals, 
yet, by fair words and large promises, he prevailed 
upon them to endure these hardships for a few days, 
within which space the East India ship arrived, 
which he took, and carried home in triumph; so 
that throughout the whole war there was no expe- 
dition 80 hapinly conducted as this, with respect to 
reputation or profit;* and therefore we need not • stow.'i ai>. 

Bala, p. 808: 

wonder, that, upon his return, the nufl^ty applause sirWm.Mon. 
he received might vender him somewhat elate, es ^tacM^MTa 
his enemies report it did; hut certain it is, that 
no man's pride had ever a haf^ier turn, since it 
always vmited itself in service to the public.* 

* Skm it abaajf» vented itulf m atrvki to Me fMie,— It 
lie obnmd, that though, in his voyage roand <h« wocid, - 
■Uant Mnun had the qaeen's commiMion, yet he had not 
the honour to command any of the queen's ship*. But, in the 

expedition of 1585, Sir Francis Drake went on board one man- 
of-war, and his vice-admiral, I'robisher, was in another.* In this ' See the Mf** 
last enU?ri)rise. in 1587, he had four of the queen's ships, and 
twenty-six sail of aereral sizes fitted out by the merchanta of 
LoBdoa; ■o«iwt,if iw ccowdag the wpectrthwi wlriAhh fcmiy 
bed leiied, his heving now eevenl aitaneU to Mne* end 
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Thus, at this time, he undertook to brii^ water 
into the town of Plymouth, throu§^ the want of 
which, till then, it had been grievously distressed ; 

and he performed it by conducting thither a stream 
from springs at eight miles' distance, that is to say, 
in a straight line ; for, in the manner by wiiich he 
brought it, the course it runs is upwards of twenty 
> WMtrat** miles." In 1588 Sir Francis Drake was a|)[)ointed 
raudMn, MS.t vice-admiral under Charles Lord Howard of Effing- 
^ffff ' ham, high admiral of England. Here his fortune 
favoured him as remarkably as ever, for he made 
fffize of a very large galleon commanded by Don 
Pedro de Valdez, who yielded on the bare m«ition 



(bote, fan ft nuuiar, oppoiite to eadi odier, one cuaot bat admit. 
Out lliii IbrtaQe vtt ngj lingalwr, M «dl hh «OBdnct gfwt, 
that codd fidl MtiiActioii to aU. T«t tlifa be did ia to 
hii^ a dcpee, that Sir WUiani Mooaoo coafeHM, in bit Naval 
TtwetM, envy benelf knew not what to object, either to the manage- 
■ Navitl Trartii, ment Or the issue of this voyage.' If, therefore. Sir Francis Drake 
^''*** bore his head a little higher upon his return, it was highly pardon- 

able; and all that we find objected to him is no more than this, 
that, in the soldii r-likc language of that time, he very merrily 
' Il«con'i called this, burning the King of Spain's beard.* This exprejwion 
p!«Br indeed blunt and coarse enough, and yet there is something 

b it expreuive : it is on all hand* allowed that he did infinite 
miaehirf, tad letaided thanby the coaMSf of the anada ht a 
whole jw. 
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cS his nnne. In this vessel fifty thousand ducata 
were distributed anumg the seamen and soldiers, 
which preserved that love they had always borne 
to their valiant commander. It must not, however, 
be dissembled, that, through an oversight of his, 
the admiral ran the utmost hazard of being taken 
by the enemy ; for Drake being appoiated, the first 
night of the engagement, to carry lights for the 
direction of the English fleet, he, being in full pur- 
suit of some hulks belonging to the Hanse Towns, 
neglected it, which occasioned the admiral's follow- 
ing the Spanish lights, and. remaining almost in the 
centre of their fleet till morning. However, his 
succeeding services sufficieutly effaced the memory 
of this mistake, the greatest execution done on the 
flying Spaniards being performed by the squadron 
under his command/* The next year he com- " c«md.Ann. 
manded as admiral at sea the fleet sent to restiHre sAiuytfk 
Don Antonio, kmg of Portugal, the command of ^^^^sos; 

Sir Wm. Mon- 
ton's Navtl 
Tracts, p. 172 ; 

Being performed by the sijnadron under Aw command. — We Stowe; HoUiii> 
will beffin this note with obscrvitie, that, a little before this toriuid- 

b' ' Sn- also the 

able Spauish aimamcnt put to 8ca, the ambasaador of Ins Catltolic art. Dvrtnm 
Majesty bad Um etmfidaaee la prapoand to Qaeeo Elmfaeth, in 



Litm verae, the Unm upon wkicli ihe might hope for peace; 

«Meb, with an EafjUk tianalatioo by the fiMsetiovs Dr. FvlUr,^ wfc ■ H«lrSM«, 

win praaent to the view of the icader; tfie nUier, hecaaee it ^ 



Digitized by ^OOgle 



90 LIFE OF SIK FItANCIS DRAKE. 

the land fofoes being given to Sir John Norm. 
They iveie hardly got out to sea before the com- 
manders differed ; thoagfa it is on all hands agreed, 

•ppoin dmt Dnke'f eipeditioM to the W«it Indiai mkc a part 
ofthiineiMge. Tbe«ffMu«dMie: 

Qw nnnwtripuU, nunc ratituentur ofwrlM : 
QoM pater erertit ju^im te ci>nriiTf ct-Hax : 
Ba l M g to Pltpn fac rettitoctur ad uuguem. 

la Eogiiib: 

Theae to you are our command*, 
Send no help to the NetherUudi ; 
OrilMtraMwviMkbrDnka, 
BMIilatim yna BHM aHke « 

And th<wo Rbl>pys build anew 
WTiich ymir father orerthiw. 
If for 107 peace jwx hope, 
In aO pdnta ratore tkt Fofft 

The queen's extempore n turn : 

Ad Orscaa, bone Rez, fient mandata • aJeiidaa. 

Worthy King, know thii your will 
At Lttttiu' I>aminBS we'll fulfil. 

Tliere is a letter still preserved by Strype, written by Sir Frsncis 
Drake to the Lord High Treasurer Burleigh, dated June G, 1,588, 
wherein he acquaints him that the Spaniards were approaching, 
and that though their strength outwent report, yet the cheerful- 
ness and courage which the lord admiral expressed, gave all who 
had the honour to ten* wadat Vm MMiance of vietMy. Thia 
oomplioMat, nUA wan wm ray wiU turned, provtd kbo a pro* 
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liiat there never was an admiral better disposed 
with respect to soldiers than Sir Francis Drake. 
The ground of their difference was this : the general 

J^^HBJ, iMch Sir Fnncn had bis iIhuw in fidfiUing.^ On the 22d ■ TUiIettcr 

of July, Sir Francis observing a glMl Spanish ship, commanded ^^^^^"^^ 
by Don Pedro de Valdei, who was reputed the projector of thie 
invasion, floating at a distance from both fleets, sent his pinnace gtrype'tAmi. 
to summon those who were on board to yield. Valdez, to maintain ^^^t-f'^ 
his credit anil pretence to vulour, returned, that they were four 
hundred and fifty stronjj, that he liiniscH was Don Pedro, and 
Stood much upon his honour, and thereupon pro{X)undud several 
upon which he was willing to yield : but the vice- 
leplied, that he had no Uaara to parley, but, if ha 
tibosg^ fit isMsntly to jield, he might; if not, ha ihoold iOOD 
find that Dndce vaa no covaid. Pedro hearing it was Dnke, 
whoaa name «aa ao tanibte to tlia l^iaiiiarda, pmantlj yiaklad» 
and, tridk CMtf«x of Ua attendanta, cama aboaid Sir Ffaada'a 
ik^^ iriMNf i^ifnig luB thn aolaau Spanuli oongfi, ha pratsftadf 
" that tfwr ware all rmknA to have died Bf^Oiof, )md they not 
Mian Into Us hands, whosn Mioitj andvakariiBS so gnat, that 
Man the god of war, and Neptune the god of the sea, snninrd 
to wait upon all his atttinpts, and whose noble and generou<! 
carriage toward the vanquished had been oft experienced by his 
foes." Sir Francis, lo requite these Spanish compliments with 
real En^liih kindness, set him at his own table, and lodged him 
in his own cabin, sending the rest of his company to Plymouth. 
Drake'^i soldiers were well recompensed with the plunder of this 
shq>, wheram thsf fimnd fifty-five thmwsnd Asoata nf gold, which 
they joyfully (hand amongst thanu* This Don Fedio Valdes 
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WM bent oa landing at the Chvyne, whefeaa Sir 
Francis and the sea officers were for sailing to 
Lubon directly, in whieli, if their advice had been 

Koained above two yean Sir Fnncb Drake*! priMMier in Engfand ; 
and vhen he waa ideaaed, pud hioi, fbr hit own and his tiio cap- 

• StrjftH laimT libertiea, a lamom ef duee thooiaad five kandred poondt.* 
Tri-ltLp iia»; Spaniaide, notiritfaBtaiidbg dieir km ma ao gieat and their 
Iiid^Idmi '^'^^ noCodoiia, took graet pains to propagate fidse stories, 
p. iM. wiiich in soBM places gained ao amch ciadit aa to Ude their 

This provoked all good EngUshmen, and amongst them 
than Sir Frands Diake, who, to shew that he could 
upon occasion diaw bis pen as well as his sword, vouchsafed this 

• 8trn«'« An> refutation of their romances " Thcv were not ashamed to publish, 
jfL >BI,Hl- """fli'v laninia£?es in print, great victories in words, which they 

pri'.tomlcd to liave fibtained agTdinst this realm, and spread the 
same in a most fake fiort over all pirts of France, Italy, and 
elsewhere; when, shortly after, it was happily manifested in very 
deed lo all natkws, bow their navy, which they termed faMrineible, 
' oouisting of one hondted and fbitj Mil of ships, not only of 
dMir osm kingdom, bat atiengttiened widi the greatest aifosies, 
Pwtagal eenaeks, floientnie^ and higa kolka of odier oonnlries, 
were, by (hiity of her Mi{iesty*s own ships of war, and a few of 
onr own Berdmnta, by the wiae, valiant, and adTantageoas coodnet 
of the Lord ChaileaHoarard, high admiral of Bngkod, beaten and 
abaflisd Iqgether even Trom the Lizard in Cornwall, first to Port- 
land, where they shamefully left Don Pedro de Valdez with his 
mighty ship; from Portland to Calais, where they lost Hugh de 
Moncado, with tlie galleys of which he was captain; and from 
Calais, driven with squibs from their anchors, were chased oot of 
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taken, without question their enterprise had suc- 
ceeded, and Don Antonio' been restored. For it 
afterwards appeared, on their invading Portugal, 
that the enemy had made nse <tf the time they 
gave them to so good purpose, that it was not 
possible to make any impression. Sir John Norris, 
indeed, marched by land to Usbon, and Sir Fiimcis 
Brake very imprudently promised to sail up the 
river with his whole fleet; bat when he saw the 
consequences which would have attended the keep- 
ing his word, he chose rather to break his promise 

tfM aqiht of England, romid about Soothrtd nid bdwid: when, 
fbr the sympathy of thtir religion, hoping to And lueeonr and 
MMrtance^ a great part of then iron ennlwd againit dm ndu, 
and tboM other that hodad, being vwy mny in nmSber, naie^ 
notwithatanding, biokan, ilahi, and taken. And lo lent ftom 
village to Tillage, coopled in haltan, to be ehipped btb England, 
when her Maiea^, of her prinodf and invindUa diapoaitioD, dii- 
dainiag to put them to death, and aoomiqg eidier to ictain or 
entertauk than, Aqr vera aD e«nt badt agam to dieir eoentriei, 
to witness and leooukt the worthy achievement of their invincible 
and dreadful navy. Of which the number of soldiers, the fearful 
burthen of their ships, the commanders' names of every «quadron, 
with all other their magazines of provisions, were put in print, as 
ail army and niw")' irresisdblc and disdainins; prevention ; with all 
which their j^eal terrible csientation, they did not, in all their 
ittilini^ round alxjut England, so much a» sink or take oiu: ship, 
bark, pinnace, or cock-boat, of ours, or even burnt so much as 

F 
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than to hazard the queen's navy; for which he 
was grievously reproachfed by N orris, and the mis* 
carriage of the whole affair was imputed to his 
failure in performing what he had undertaken : yet 
Sir Francis fully justified himself on his return, for 
he made it manifest to the queen and council, that 
all the service that was done was performed by 
him, and his sailing up the river of Lisbon would 
have signified nothing to the taking die castle, 
which was two milea off, and that without reducing 
' ( amd. Ann. it thcTe w«s 110 takiug the town.* * The war with 

pp. 601—006; 
SirWB.Main> 

m'k Naval one aheepcote on thii land." If the knowkdft of a writer, with 
Tna», p. 17-4 ; 

■scowe's Arm. respcct to the wbiect which employ* hi« pen, ought to 
TiLl^k!^'* 't^'at'**" credible; or if the quality of an author 

add any weight to his productions, this will not fail of beings 
esteemed as well as believed. To speak the truth plainly, there 
ia not perhaps in our own, or in any other lanpruage, within so 
narrow a compasfi, so full, so perspiruous, and so spirited a 
relation of a transaction, glorious as this was, extant in any 
bietoiy. Indeed, what wonder, if the defeeft of the Spaniards 
be ee finely painted by the pen, at it mo gyhndj odiieved hj 
the awoid, of Sir FkoBcia Diake I 

* THere was m takmg (*e towi.— Befen tlue eipedltioii, all 
diffimlriw, howerer greet, were aeen to bead beftm the fertnne of 
Sir Pfeucii Dfrin. But wlMdier it wee tlie stnaco difUon of 
ooBunaiid, tut Aera wm two gnanis-jn-cliief dachnd, end • 
thiid who ospscled to wmiw i Ml then, thom^ widMMit e ooai> 
whether they were deceived ra the fnroiaUi^ the fleet. 
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Spain still oontinning, tnd it beings erident that 
nothing galled the enemy ao much aa the loaaea 
thqr niet with in the Indiea, a proposition was 
made to the queen by Sir John Hawkins and Sir 
Francis Drake, the most experienced seamen in her 
kingdom, for undertaking a more etfectual expedi- 
tion into those parts tlian had hitherto been made 
through the whole course of that war ; and, at the 
aame time* they offered to be at a great part of 
the expense themaelves, and to engage th«r iirienda 
to bear a ooosiderable proportifm of the rest/ The « c^md v..,.. 

pp. COS— |U0 ; 
SirWniiHD 

which would not have been the case if ilic sole management had JMaanali 

been committed to Sir Francis Drake ; or whether their hopes *~"* 

* pp. I ox, loo ; 

failed them in Portugal ; so it was, that, with respect to the great Haklujrt, 

vol. iil. p. 68St 

end of their expedition, they tiiiscdrried ; and, as they earned Don PuKhat'snU 

Antonio out with strong hopes of leaving him a king; so, when 

they brought him home, he left all hit hopes behind.^ In most Stowe't Ann. 

of ow kistoma, many aaperaioiia ara thrown apoo Sir Fraacia 

Dnkoi tml SirWillian Momm very impartially profeaaes, that '^y,^^',^?' 

be OHHMit oaeiin his brnkiag hk fomkt to Sir JdhB Noma, Aan. 

Ihoogb ho tllom tfw tfuag wm hnfraelioablei Nov, tboqg^ tin 



btwkiiig ft fnmm bo • bod ^bing, ooo ia%^t bo tomptod lo think, 
thot aot boiof able to koap it it o jpnttj tolmfale obbuo. TIm 
gnaw wd h«r oemcU mdantood it ao; Ibr Sir FInuwit olbcad, 
and it ooold not be daoied, that the veiy tine thay ^pent at the 
Qroyne the Spoaiaida emplojed ia fortifying Lisbon, which waa 
the reason he o|y|posed that measure.* He shewed, that whatanr > iionaau's 
done there or elsewhere for the credit of the nasion, waa ^J^. 
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queen readily gave ear to this motkm, and fur- 
nished, on her part, a stout squadron of men-of- 
war, on board oiic of which, the Garland, Sir John 
Hawkins embarked. Their whole force consisted of 
twenty-seven ships and barks, and on board them 
were about two thousand five hundred men. Of 
all the enterprises throughout the vnat, there was 
none of which so great hope was conceived as of 
this, and yet none succeeded worse. The fleet was 
detained, fiw some time after it was ready, on the 
English coast, by the arts of the Spaniards, who, 
having intelUgenoe of its strength, and of the ends 
for which it was intended, they conceived, that the 

performed solely by the fleet and by his orders, in consequence 
of which a large fleet, laden with naval stores from the Hanse 
Towns, was taken, and a great quantity of ammunition and artil- 
lery. He farther shewed, that, had it not been for tiie fleet, the 
army must have been starved ; and that, if they had stayed any 
longer, ULttlur fleet nor army could have returned home; all 
which dimnesses arose from their not going about their principal 
business at first, which was what be adrised : but, when h» fiMwl 
he eovM not pfsvail spoil Mno men to monago diiir onm oAin 
ri^k, he coolented hioudf wiA nMmginf , at wdl w he eouM, 
draw that wen inunedialely withm hk own pravinoe; nod with 
fcepeet to thca^ ofen the censoien of thie eipedition admit that 
aobo^ ooold have managed them better. Happy for Sir Fkanda 
Diake^ if, iqpon Us veoeivinf diia tint die^ at play, ho had widi- 
dtawnhii ilake. 
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only means whereliy it might be disappointed was 

by procuring some delay ; in order to which they 

gave out, that they were ready themselves to invade 

England ; and to render this the more probable, 

they actually sent four galleys to make a descent 

on Cornwall.' By these steps they carried their 'CmaAm. 

point; for, the qiiMii and the nation being alarmed, 

it was by no means held proper to send so great a 

nnmber <^ stout ships on so long a voyage at so 

critical a junctore. At last, this storm blowing 

over, the fleet sailed firom Plymouth on the 28th 

of August, in order to execute their grand design 

of burning Nombre de Dios, marching thence by 

land to Panama, and there seizing the treasure 

which they knew was arrived from Peru. A few 

days before their departure, the queen sent them 

advice that the plate fleet was safely arrived in 

Spain, excepting only one galleon, which, having 

lost a mast, had been obliged to return to Porto 

Rico. The taking (rf* this vessel die recommended 

to them as a thing very practicable, and whk^ 

could prove no great hindrance to their other afihir. 

When they were at sea the generals differed, as is 

usual in conjunct expeditions. Sir John Hawkins 

was for executing immediately what the queen had 

commanded, whereas Sir Francis Drake iuchucd 
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to go fiivt to the Canaries, being preased thereto 
by Sir Thomas Baakervillet m which he prevailed ; 
but the attempt they made was unsuccessfiil, and 
then they sailed for Dominica, where they spent loo 
much time in refreshing themselves, and setting up 
their pinnaces. In the mean time the Spaniards 
had sent five stout frigates to bring away the galleon 
from Porto Rico, having exact intelligence of the 
intenti<m of the English admirals to attempt that 
place. On the dOth of October Sir John Hswkina 
weighed from Dominica, and, in the evening of the 
same day, the Francis, a bark of about thirty-five 
tons, and the stemmost of Sir John's ships, fdl m 
with the fire sail of Spanish frigates before men- 
tioncd, and was taken; the consequences of which 
being foreseen by Sir John, it threw him into a tit 
of sickness, of which, or rather of a broken heart, 
'8kWm.lfoB. he died on the 12th of November, 1595/ At this 
TkMMiphia, time diey were before Porto Rico, and the very 
^Ijiud!^ same evening Sir John Hawkins died. While the 
great officers were at sapper together, a cannon- 
shot ftom the fort jHeroed the cabin, killed Sur 
Ificholas Cliffixd, wounded CSapftain Stratford, and 
mortally wounded Mr. Brute Browne, striking the 
stool from iindw Sir Francis Drake, who was drink- 
u^, witfioat doing him any hurt at all. The next 
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day, Ifovember 13tb, 1595, the general, pursuant to 
the moliitioii <^ a council of war, made a deqmate 
attack <m the shipping in the harbour of Porto Bieo, 
which was attended with great loss to the Spaniaids, 
yet with very little advantage to the English, who 
meeting with a more resolute resistance and much 
better fortifications than they expected, were obliged 
to sheer off. The admiral then steered for the main, 
where he took the town of Rio de la Hacha, which 
he burnt to the ground, — a church, and a single 
house belonging to a lady, only excepted. After 
this he destroyed some other villages, and then pro- 
ceeded to Santa Martha, which he likewise burned. 
The like fate had the fiunous town of Nombre de 
DioB, the Spaniards refusing to ransom any of these 
places, and the booty taken in them being very 
inconsiderable. On the 20th of December, Sir 
Thomas Baskerville marched, with seven hundred 
and fifty men, towards Panama, but returned on 
the 2d of January, finding the design of reducing 
that place to be wholly impracticable. This dis- 
appointment made such an impression on the admi- 
nVa mind, that it threw him into a lingering fever, 
attended with a flux, of which he died on the 28th 
of the same month, about four in the morning; 
though Sir William Moukmi hints, that there were 
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great doubts whether it was barely his sickness 
that killed him.* Such was the end of this great 
« Hdduyt, man, whea he had lived fifty-five yean,' according 

ToLiil. p. 583; 

Purrh&i'i PiU 

(rrimi, vol. iv. * Whether it «a» barely hit skhneu that hilled him.— 'In the 

£: 'i^' „ tnt Imk* stat«d the ftctt •ooordiiig to tlw lights given lu. 
Sir Wm. Moo- 

Mall Nmi and ftom Uw wfitoritiet of the bait viitHi in those tiinet. We 
Su^^^ B Ai!u* ' ^» ™ this note, endewronr to deer vp teae piiiegee Asi Bight 
P>*<^' otbenriie seem ofascue; end bj doing this we shell, in some 
p. metnire, eneiile die leeder to Conn a just notion es to bis deeth. 

Sir Fnneis Dnke end Sir John Hewkus wen, witbont donbt, two 
Fiiiier-K Wor. oTthe BMst oipeiienced officen that those stirring times and that 
thivs, p. 261. giof joQj reign had bred. Each of them had his reasons tat under- 
taking that expedition, and both of them ucted from motiyes of 
lionour. They knew well the situation of the countries which 
were to Ik? tin- Hctne of their actions; and the plan they laid 
was e<}ually worthy of the great experience they had, and the 
high reputation raised thereby. In few words, their aim was to 
plunder and de&troy Nombrc de Dios, to force a passage through 
the isthmus, and then to make themselves masters of Panama ; 
< It was upon which done, tbej were to act as circumstances should direct.* 

ihi^ ]*irin they 
Jormpd tlie 
they 
to (be 

.■ad, ben^ ^ these, eiemMd England, and thereby geined 

time to send edvice into Americn. When, after many egonthsf 
delBj,'tbe queen eUowed tbem to prpeeed, she cbeiged him with 
*H«kiuyt'* enotber pnject, which was etteeking Porto Rieok whom, neeofding 

vol. iii. p. .-.85; to her bformation (and it was tins), the wbole ceigo of a lidi 
^^^^*|^^|,'' galleon was deposited When they were at sea, Sir Thomas 
9- llOt BealceniUe started a third peqject, which wee redncteg one of the 



1 he preparatione nttde for their voyage, chiefly et the expense of 
the general, were sodi sis oonid not he oonoealed. The Spenieida^ 



no (liiiiht. h!vl 
good iatelli- 
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to Mine, but, according to our computation, fifty-* 
one;^ but hia memoiy will 8ar?i?e aa knifr aa that 

^StgwmH Am. 

world lasts idiieh he first samninded. Bu death ub h« h mu 

to have dJ«il at 
iUtj.£re; but, 

Cmaiy iahnds; to which Sir Fnaeii Drake aiwiitod, m bdimiDe, A«m au the 
that, whatever hecane of their ezpeditioD, the eonqaert of that Hwiim 
Idand would be of very great impoitaiice to the oatkui.' Their ^tf^*' 

• have been ne 

inlicairi^ in that wit oaay weji detrioieotal, but chiefly Aioug^ uidi-r than vro 
thii which they did not f oieiee, that it gave tine fbr the couK of 
Spein to send 6ve fiigatea, with nine hnndnd regular traopa ott > Kngliah 
board, to St. John de Porto Rico. Of this they had no suspicion, 
end therefore they spent more time than they needed to have doM 
before they went thither ; and the bark Francie being taken in 
their passage. Sir John Hawkins truly foresaw what afterwardii 
happened, that the Spaniards, by the help of the reinforcement 
that squadron carried, would be too stronty for tlicm. The sad 
accident of his death, and of two principal comuiandcrs dcs|)€rateiy 
wounded the same evening, damped the spiriu of the loldien tad 
fMuaeD eaoeedbgly. Oeneiel Drake Unttd^ when ha took hit 
teave of Mr. Brawn in cider to go to the attack, could not hdp 
•eying, ** JBnilf , Brut*, (that wee hie CSuiitian naone^) Jlew kmuHfy 
comU / ImmU thjf /kit, bvi that I dan not bt jpirtte eteA 
Mw."* The eevevel enteipriMe diet feUowed wem to gratify * FuUer-. 
odier men'e projeeti ; hat et hot Sir Frandt Drake retnmed to ^ 
hie fliat deaign, end mede an attempt open the iathmne ; bat the 
Speniaide weie too wiril provided, eo that he phunly eaw thbge 
went not with him ee in fbnner dayi. The whole of thie «qpo< 
dition wee a aeriee of misfortunes, in which Providence made oie 
of their own counsels to destroy them. If they had gone at first 
to Porto ftieo, they had done the queeo'e buvness and their own* 

O 
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wu generally lamented by the whole nation, but 
more especially by his countrymen, who had gpreat 

reasons to love him from the circumstances of his 
private life, as well as to esteem him in his public 
character. He was elected burgess for the town of 
Bossiney, alias Tiutagal, in the county of Cornwall, 
in the parliament held the twenty-seventh of Queen 



' CuinU. Ann. 
Elix. p. 71^* i 
8irWa>.Mon. 
■ontTractt, 
p. MS. 



' FuUert 
Holy SlBta, 
ff, ISS, ISl. 



ir» when linej had ioleUigeDoe cf tha SpanUi neeoim being 
laadad thcM, thej had proceeded directly to the isthmus, in order 
to have executed their designs sgainst Panama, before ibeir forces 
had heen weakened by that desperate attack, they miight poeeibly 
have accomplished their first intention; but gasping too many 
thinps spoilw! all. A very strong sense of this threw Sir Francis" 
Drake into a melancholy, which occasioned a l)loody flux, the 
natural disease of the country, that brought him to his end.' His 
body, according to the custom of the sea, was sunk very near llie 
place where he first laid the foundation of his fame and fortune. 
Tliie *fl>ean io be a plain and prabeUa lalatiaik <rf <ba and «f 
diii giaai nan. If Ae leader bai a mind to lee H eat in a 
atnnfer light, Mr. Nier ebaD aflbid bim that eatiihction, wbieh 
via be beightened by knowing that be wrote fimm the month of 
Heniy Diake^ Biq., who aooompaaied bk eonrin ni diet vnfiMtu- 
aala aapedHion.* ** Now began flia diMontent of Sir Ftanda to 
ftad open idak Ho eopcrired that espaetation, a mereileee nrarerf 
each d^f anwe bla depaitnre, amelid an inteieit and 
of boMNV and plofll pnpoitiaoablo to bit gnat prepara- 
B, and transcending his former achierements. He saw that all 
iht good which he had done in thie voyage oonaieted in (he evil 
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ElizalMih ; and for the town of Plymouth, ih Devon- 
shire, in the thirty-fifth ci the same reign.> It is, ' wiiii>'sNod. 

lift ParUnUB* 

indeed, true that he died withoot issue, but not that ua, v«l a. 



he lived and died a bachelor, as several authors 

have ¥rritten ;* for he lefk behind him a widow, 'VViihrtWw. 

thie*, p. 391. 

Elizabeth,' daughter and sole heiress of Sir George i ^gj^, 
Sydenham, of Combe-Sydenham, in the county of 0^^00^.244; 

Engliih Baro- 

: p. Ml. 

lie had diooa to the Spaniardi aftr off, wbomf ke eonld praMot 
but ■nitU viiiblo fhiiti m Eoglaiid. TbcM appwhemioin ooconp 
{MnyiDg^ if not cauiiig, dw diieue of the flax, wronj^t hb mddai 
deatfi; and lidEMii did not 10 mndi ntis iiii dothei, at mtmm 
did raid at onoe tho ibbe of Us mortality annder. He lifed iif 
the lea, died oa it, a»d vae buried m it Thno an extanqpon 
tcuoe heard to bo begui befbn ira beer it ia ended, 
off with better qflaaae, or miacarties with lew diignoe, 
dian a knf-abidied and openly premeditated action. Besides, we 
■ee how graat spirits, having mounted up to the higheet pitch of 
pefibrmance, afterwards strain and break their credits in striving 
to go beyond it. Lastly, God oftentimes leaveg the brightest men 
in an eclipse, to shew that they do but b<jrro\v their lustre from hia 
reflection. We will not justify all tho actions of any man, though 
of a tamer profession than a sea captain, in whom civility is often 
counted preciaeuess. For the maui, we aay, that this our captain 
waa a religiom man towaide God, and hit hoaiee, generally 
(peaking, choidice, when ha came dieale in his life, jnit in hie 
dealingi, tne of hie word, and meieilU to Ihoae that wen 
' io — »— ^ aa idlenesk" 
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Devon, knight, who afterwards married William 
Courtency, Esq. of Powdcrham Castlt\, in the same 
county. It was not the custom of those timt's to 
set uj) ( enotaphs, at least for private persons, other- 
wise one might have expected some monuineiit 
should have been erected to the memory of Sir 
Francis Drake. Indeed it was needless: for his 
picture was common, not only here, but in all parts 
of Europe, insomuch that a disturbance was occa- 
sioned at Rome by the imprudence of a fiunous 
- strype'iAa. painter, who caused the head" of Sir Francis Drake 

Mb,TCLtiL 

p.Ma to be hung up, in a public place, next to that of 
his Catholic Majesty. Hitherto we liavc sjxjken of 
his public actions; let us now, as we have ani[)lc 
and excellent materials, discourse somewhat of his 
person and character. He was low of stature, but 
well set; had a broad, open chest, a very round 
head, his hair of a fine brown, his beard full and 
comply, his eyes lai^e and dear, of a Mt com- 
plexion, with a fresh, cheerful, and very engagingf 

• stmra'iAB. countenance." As navigation had been his whole 

nh) p>MB| 

ViaktHUdj Study, so he understood it thoroughly, and was a 
perfect master in every branch, especially in astro- 
nomy, and in the application thereof to the iiautic 
art. As all men have enemies, and all eminent 
men abundance of them, we need not wonder that 
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Sir Frauds Brake; who performed ao many great 
things, should have as much ill spoken of him as 
of any man of the age in which he lived. Those 
who disliked him alleged that he was a man of 
low birth, haughty in his temper, ostentatious, self- 
sufficient,' an immoderate speaker, and, though in- 
disputably a good seaman, no- great general; in 
proof of which they took notice of- his n^ilecting 
to furnish his fleet thoroughly in 1566; his not 
keeping either St Domingo or Carthagena after he 
had taken them; the slender provision he made in 
jiis expeditimi to Portugal; his breaking his word 
to Sir John Norris, and the errors he committed in 
his last undertaking.* In excuse ot these it is 'SirWiiiuun 

Monion't 

said, that the glory of what he did might very Naval Tracu, 
well remove the imputation of his mean descent; porehM'tPU. 
what was thought haughtiness in him might be no ^Hfr.T*^'*^ 
more than a just concern for the support of his 
authority; his display of his great aerviees a thing 
incident to lua profesnon ; and his love of speakii^ 
qualified fay his wisdom and eloquence, whidi lun- 
dered him firom ever dxopfoog a weak or an un- 
graceful expression. In equipping hb fleet, he was 
not so miich in faxAi as those whom he trusted : 
rieknesB hindered his keeping the places he took 
jn the West Indies ; \m counsels were continually 



Digitized by Google 



46 IJPE OF SIR FRANCIS DRAKF.. 

CRMsed by the land «ffifiera in his voyage to Por-' 
tugal; and as to bis Isst attempt, the Spaniards 

were certainly well acquainted with his design, at 
least as soon as he left England, if not before. His 
voyage round the world, however, remains an in- 
contestable proof of his courage, capacity, patience, 
quick-sightedness, and public spirit; since therein 
he did every thing that could be expected from a 
nan who preferred the lumouT and profit of hk 
PCM-Aoa. country to his own repatation or private gain.'* 

9.861 1 Hu 

WoUaMMU 

fMMd,^18; 

8lrWin.Mcm- * To ki$ Mm ntpntaiim sr fneate jfaan. — The materiaU that 

TnJts/p.3»9; ' wMw*"^ ftoB Mvml viiliMi is fluft sgc. Slid ifliidi an 

EnfiUah Hera, io djgwted iiito Ais Mt^ wil, I bope, avfideatly justify whai 

'* h adnaoed in d» Int; and diev, that if Sir Fmncia Disk* 



s largB foitone to hinadr, bj eontimnlly opoaiiig him> 
lalf to Ubonfli aad peiib iriiiek liaidly any oAer man noold hum 
undaqgont, finr tha aake evan of tha grvataat aspeetationa, ha tm 
ht tarn being govamad b; a nanow and pritato apirit On tha 
contmy, hia aotiona vara fiaa and nobla; and tlia natien atanda 
indabtad to his meoxxpf ibr adTSntacea infinitdf gnater than am 
commonly imagioed. 

I. Me was the great author of our navigation to the West 
Indies; for, though he was not the first that went thither, yet, 
after the sovorc check that Sir John Hawkins met with when 
Drake commanded the Judith, our se;uiien were much discou- 
raged, and, in all proljabilily, would scarcely have adventured upon 
any expeditions of that sort in baste, if he had not eaoounged 
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It ym the iSdicity of our tdminl to live vodec 
the feign of a princen who neTor fioled to diitia^ 
merit, or to beitow her fimnni iriwie she 



dwB bj ^ two proepeious voyages. la thete he Mtod 
artmofdiuaj cmtkBy tad wm MMdniU j cuM of tha bfedtk 
nA Hfcif cf hb acMMB, lliat 1m laqjht bogrt in dm not -wij 
« «OBfid«Ma in himetf, bat a Aafoafjk €aManq[it of dMewlgHr 
ftin, irindi lepiMMtadToiogei bio tbit port of (ho voiU . w M 
diSodt a&d doBgoRnm b nanr nipocli, boriJw tfat of ftHbg 



{mo (ho hmdo oTdio SfOBioidi.> b thk ho moeoadad lo.woU, < 

... _ , Richard H»wm 

dwt, m the ifooo of a vny few yeon, maoy lonll TetMk»«ioit of 



them coMmonded by pcnons bred nnderbin, foll««red:(hot COWM, ti*>*Mbk 
and, portly by tradiog, portly by prnrateeriof , bioo^t graot mddl taUi Sim. 

into the nation, and aocoatomed the English mariner* to travorao 

•eai and visit ports, to which, but for his vigilance and good 

fortune, thoy had iTinaiiied much longer strangers.'' Oa this ac- * I>i«k«'s Aa« 

tiqnitiw of 

count, therefore, he may be considered, >-ery justly, as the author yoirk,i 
of all our success in those parts: for, though 8e>eral famous 
acamcii engaged afterwards in expeditions of the like nature, and 
began to think of making utUementa alw in thoio KBBote parte, 
yot H ma bat m coBOBgnonco of tho l%^t* ho gave lham, and ftoai 
that ipiiit of omktiott iihidiVM talked by the oKtnii^ 
tion ho had aeqinind. 

II. Ho woo olao Um flcit tint diovod hie own oatkn, vhol^ 
till then, DO other nation had over attempted, thet it waa prao- 
tieobio, teidi a wy omoD fiwo^tD not agohiatthoSpaaiaidiyhoth 
by lea and hod, aa thb nation han« achnowledgody and aMiftvto 
to hhn aB (he (toaUee they afterwaidi met with fton the Frew^ 



Digitized by Google 



48 



LIFE OF SIR FRANCIS mUXT. 



Miw desert. Sir Francis Drake was always het 
&TOuiite; and she gave a very lucky ptoo£ of it in 
respect to a quarrel he had with his countryman 

See the M- and Dnteb, m vdl m fimn the English.^ In hii eipedition of 



llirDilkeT 1^'' he bad but im> diipa, if they might be lo called, ow of 



ej^editioB bjr wfanty tooB, GOBunaoded bj hunwlf, the oIlNr of tiren^<Ava toiM» 
apmha^ |b ooBunandod by his bioifaer John, and hk trfaole ibrae comiited hot 
^'^'^"f*' of leventy-thiee men and boyi. Tet after he wan diacofend, and 
Icnown to be iqion the coait» and to have comnitted hoatilitieiy he 
had the cooiage to naolya opon wanammg there, and to do hii 
hoiinen widi pinnaoee, flndug hii diipa too laigge, and thtteAne 
intendhiK lo deetny ono, and convert die other into a Mon-^Up: 
but knowing that his seamen would Mmr coMeot to tbiiy though 
the ahips were his own and the best part of hii estate, he prevailed 
upon the carpenter of the lesser to bore holes in the bottom of 
her in the nig-ht, without so inin h as communioatiiig ihe design to 
Ins own brother wlio commanded her. This happy temerity was 
followed by as triiieh sucrts-'i us lie could wish, since he kept the 
Bay of Mexico for many months in a manner blocked up, and his 
fertility in inventing expedients to answer all purposes, and to 
provide agaimt all dangers, eseilad that amazing spirit amongit 
•Cnia.Brit. Aa ieaBNtt of hiatinudiat is acaicaljcndfl)ia hi outs* a ipiiit 
hugMi Uov! landered them so fiunous, as to occasidn fhair being wenfgkt 
after and enployed by att nationa, bat mora especially tfie Fwach 
and Dateh, as might bo ■hown.ficm mtmeraaa '"tHfti^iri 

ni. Hk genius .WW bx fion being conined to small. under* 
taldngP!, tiioagh n e c aa si ^ cowpelled its.fint appaanmce in mtk: 
(o€, when he undertook hk tojaga loood tho wotid» h^ not only 
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% 

Sir Bernard Drake, whoae arms Sir Franda had 
aMomed; vhicb so jNrovoked the other, who was 
a seaman likewise, that he gave him a box on the 



framed tbe scheme in his own head, but kopl it entirely within 
his own breast, bringing it out only by parts, as the execution 
required, and proposing nothing to be effected till he had made 
tbe necessary proviuom for eflbeting it, though irittnit Of eon- 
nonintioD ; by whieh be dnw bis peopU lint into die Sootii Sew, 
thence to tbe Beit Ibdiei, end bone by a nMto aew to bin and 
I, wbiek be htd aeier eooompIUied if hie bteotioiie bad 

nm die beBioaiiif.> h 1685 be enealed a gnat ' ThUsirWiU 
nidi a oonaidefable fime, bannf ander bna Captda MMfi^ldbwir. 
PtobUier, aiidodierableeBaiBeD,iridililMeaBdiiotaiidcoai^ i«3g».<i>M«^ 

no gT«at ad- 

and widi diidUbl deatractkiB to tbe enemy; ee tbat tbeie k mj ■inr of sir 



little reaaon to legrat Sir Philip Sidney's not going that voyage 

with him ; nor will any wise man believe implicitly, on the credit 

of Sir Fulk. Grevil, tbat Sir Francis Drake was less capable or 

performing any service in America than that excellent person,* or ' lahiskBS* 

UA of8lr 

that he left him behind from a jealousy of his superior abilities. philip Sidney. 

IV. We are assured by Camdf-n,^ and other writers, that Sir ' Caind.Anii. 
Francis Drake first brought tobacco into England, whence a cer- P»***^ 
tain writer, most unaccountably, took it into his head to conclude 
hi« life of Sir Francis Drake with a violent invective against that 
plant, and an Oatrageoua abuae upon all who take it.* But men * Wtmtinky** 

Sir Vtaneit me in tUe a veiy gnat benefiwtor to hie cooby't 
it will not be eaqr to nane any ene conuaodity duo*^ 

* 
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ear. The queen took up the quarrel, and gave 

Sir Francis a new coat, which is thus blazoned : 
Sable a /ess wavjf bUween two pole-stars argent ; and 

which such vast advantages have accrued to this nation. It it 
true, that Sir Walter Raleigh i» commonly entitled to this honour; 
but tlien it is grounded up<^)ii his bring;ing it into use by his own 
practice and example. Yet, m both of these truly great men, the 
good done to their country was but accidental ; for we cannot 
anpfiQM Utit Mtber of them could f o wMa idiat prodigious wealth 
dM odtintkn of lobMooo wonld bring into Gvatt Britain: and yat 
thii ought not to lanen in the leait oor gnthnda or ?aacr«tioB 
tomdi their awaoriee. 

v. Hm lait thing I haw to eaj, and I aay it npon tiw endit 
oflIr.GanideB,ii,11nthetfM the author of oar trade to tiie Bait 
ladieet far* m diet learned writer infbnne ve, the booki^ P*P"^ 
and duLiti, that were found in tiie Eaat India ihip which be took 
in his fBtnm fkom hii eKpedition to the coaits of Spain in 1587, 
grne thoee lights which eneowaged the nndertaldng a tiade to 
those parts, nnd produced an application to the queen, for 



■ Camd. Am. blisbiog oar first East India Company.* TSutub are facU that are 
1^ p. SSI. 

eeitainly worth the knowing, remembering, and considering, that 
we may do proper justice to tl>e cliamrtor of this illustrious parson, 
who, as from low and mt-an luginiiings he rained himself to move 
in a superior orb; so, hy his example, lie encouraged and raised 
those English fleets that have smce given law in the seas, which 
he visited with barks so small, that they would now he scarcely 
thought capable of such a Toyage. Let lu coodnde with a circum- 
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for hU crest, a ship on a globe under ruff, held by 
a caUe with a hand out of the clouds ; over it this 
motto, AtueiUo divino, underneath, Scpanri* magna ; 



Mne^ lihaA, lh«i^ not oC w pnUie, ii jtt not Aogiltbm of a 
pmilto nalara^ md d e w n rM to be mMnband to dw hoooor of 
diit worthy penao, and ol Sir Jobn Hawkins, who* in 1688, 
adviMd the eitebliihment of the Cheat at ChadMn, for the relief 



wounded in their country's service' They were, indeed, *CandiB*iIM- 

tinnisi i 

ho& maarkable for bearing in mind that they had been* onos 

• 81 

eeenten themselves, as long as they lived; and, though they were HawldM'h Ob- 
very strict in mainlainine discipline, yet thev were so well obeyed, 

- lin Voy»f!c to 

from a principle of atfif^ction, that instances of fteverity weie things the tkiutb beaa, 

Bb Ml 

to which they were very seldom conatiained. 



[Dr. JohnaoD, in bis Life of Duke, written originally in the 
GMtkmenli Magazine, but anoe printad in the fiiat vdhnae of 
Daviet'e CoDection «f BTnceUaneou and Fugitive Pieoea, esMrta, 
wilhont haaitatkm, that oar fsaat a8f%ator waa the aon of a ckifj- 
In thia the Doelor uapiieitly foUonrad Camden » hat our 
ledac e aaor, who had taken aneoBmon paina upon die 
atAjoBt, waa prabahly wdl^bnndad k hia opinioii, that Diakai'a 
ftrther waa only an honeat laikr. Conoanibg yonng DiakcTa eaily 
diliienee and lldeli^, by which be ao fiur obtained the fttraar of 
hia master as to be left heir to bis little vessel, Dr. Johnson re- 
marlu, that it is " a circumstance that deserves to be remaaahend^ 
not only aa it n>ay iliustiate the private characlac of tliia bma man. 
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in the rigg^g whereof is hung up by the heels a 
moem, gtdu, which was the arms of Sir Bernard 

but as it may hint, to all those who may hereafter propose his 
conduct for their imitation, that virtue is the surest foundalioa 
both of reputation and fortune, and that the first su-p to ^^reatiiess 
it to be honest. If it were not*" proceeds the Doctor, " improjper 
todwill loDgir oa an inddfliit at tka line nev lo beooiidmlie, 
it a^t be added, diat it deiefm dw raflectlOD ct thow iilio, 
wlien thej ai« angagad b affiuia aot adequate t» their abiUtiai, 
peas them orer with a cootemptnoue neglect, and, while thej tanue 
dMBMbei with cbtmarical adMmaa and plau of Aitare sadar- 
takiiigpi, toffiff evatj oppovtanity of private advaaitBga to slip away ^ 
aa anirarthy their ngaid. Thej naj lean, Aod Aa arample of 
Diaka, that dil%eDca m ea^lojineDti of leM ooiMqaenca ii the 

• Misceiiancotat oHMt aocceHAd iotiodiKtion to gieater enterprises." ^ 

In one of Drakeli adventures, daring the expedition of 15T8, 

I** he was the first person that leaped upon the shore; oonceniiog 

which event Dr. Johnson has made the foUowiDg ingenious and 
judicious reflections. " To leap upon the enemy's coast in sight 
of a superior force, only to shew how little they were feared, was 
an act that would in these limes meet with little applause ; nor can 
the general !><' seriously commended, or rationally vindicated, who 
exposes his person to destruction, and, hj consequence, his expe- 
ditioo to miacarriage, only for the pleaamn of an idle insult, — an 
insignificant htamdo. All diat can be wgad in hit dafenoa ii, 
(hat perhape it might eontrihnta to he^^iten tho aataaan of hia 
foOowtfa; aa km mm, e^tedaiy of Oat daM, an fljioaofh i cal 
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Dnke.4 Her Majesty's kindneM, however, did not ' <^« >^vor. 

thi«t gf Devon, 

eitend beyiHid the grave; for she suffisred hie 



enough to state the exact limits of prudence and bravery, or not 
to be dazzled with an intrepidity, bow iiupro|)erly soever exerted. 
It may be added, that perhaps the Spaniards, whoae notioos of 
CMttige ue nficiently roaiaiitie, might look upon Vm at • man 
fMmidaililo nmjf and yield nMWB coaly li> a hoio of whooe Ibrti- 
tiide«]iayluidiohighaiiidM."t . > 

We on ttoiplod lo biort Dr. Jobinoa'fl namfa 
■one amge tribn d Mc of et od by Uakt, iriia mn qnila naked, P'Vi^ 
but vlio anaBientad diaaMelTeo with, paint of aeweial kindi, ddi- 
naating geneially the flgniM of mn and moon, hi hoooar of 
their daitiM. " It is obaemble," says the Doctor, " that most 
nations, amongst whom the use of clothes is unknown, paint their 
bodiaa. Such was the practice or the fint iohabitana of our own 
country. From this custom did our eariieat enemies, the Picts, 
owe their denomination. As it is not probable that caprice and 
fancy should be uniform, there must be, doubtless, some reason 
for a practice so general, and prevailing in distant parts of the 
world which have uo communication with each other. The 
original end of painting their bodies was, probably, to exclude the 
cold; an end which, if we believe some relations, is so effectually 
prodnoed by it, that the men thus painted never ihiTer at the moat 
pimeingblaals. tint, donbtleu, any people aohaidanadhyeoMhMd . 
ae wti t iea wonld, awn whhont paint, be lam aanaibie of the coM t han 
Aa cirilimd hihabiiantg of Aa aame cBmate. Honmar, diia pcae- 
tice may cootribnta, in warn de^ee, to defend them 
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brother, Thomas Drake, whom he made his hdr, to 
be proseoited for a pretended debt to the oown, 

of winter, and, in lliow climates where little evaporates by the pores, 
maybe used with no great inconvenierice ; but in hot countries 
where perspiration in greater degree is necessary, the natives only 
UK unction to pceiem them from the other extreme of wetthir. 
80 mil do dllMr iman or apHtitMe mpply tha pboe of vektaoe 

Pill!! v^i. ^- Mauoa is mwiUiiig to bdim tbst the iU tafleM oTSir 

ff. m^m. Fkuidi Dnko'f but toyage haatenod hb death. ** Upoo what,* 

■ap' he, this conjeetnre is graunded,* does not sppear; and we 

nay be aUomed to hope, fitr the honour of 10 gnat a man, that it 

is <HthoBt femidation ; and that be, whom no eeries of enccesi cenld 

eter betray to vanity or neg^igenee, oooid have s u ppor t ed a change 

134. of fiHTtune without impatience or dejection."^ Notwithstanding the 

apparent justice, as well as candonr, of this remark, we arc afraid 

that it is not well founded. From the circumstances related in 

the note at p. 40, Uicrc is too much reason to apprehend that the 

chagrin of Drake's mind contributed to the acceleration of bis 

* OtMi|cr's decease.' 

_T . There are many prints of Sir Francis Drake, but the most 
B iiMfy, vol. 

l^MSi authentic one is that which is given in the first edition of Harris's 

Voyage*. It was engraved from an original picture, in the pos- 
■easion of Sir Philip Sydenham, hart., repceientati** m partiaaMNit 
Ibc Oe oouaty of Somenet. It dsacended to Sir Philip fl«as his 
anoeslor. Sir Oeotge Sydenham, whooe oofy dan^rtar Sir Fkaads 
Drake mairied.] 
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whidi much diminished the advantages he would 
otherwise have reaped firom Us Inother^s sucoeasioii.' ' 



This brother of his accohipanied him in his last WmlTn«i, 
expedition, as his brother John and his brother 
Joseph had done in his first voyages to the West 
Indies, where they both died ; and both Thomas 
and John left children behind them, whereas Sir 
Francis, and nine of his other brethren, died with- 
out/ As iw the land estate which he had pur> * stowe * as. 

ludi, p. 807 : 

chased, and which was very considerable (for FuUer .Hoiy 

Sum, p. 1S0. 

though, on proper occasions, he was extremely 

generous^ yet he was also n great economist), it 

came to his nephew and godson, Prancis Drake, * 

son to his brother Thomas,* who, by letters patent, • Engn^ am. 

Dotage. roL I. 

dated August 2, 1622, iu the twentieth year of the p. sai. 
reign of King James the First, was created a baro- 
net," and, in the beginning of the next reign, was • sir Willitm 
returned one of the knights of the shire for the tilnpii,! lit 



county of Devon." He was twice married; tirst to «wini»'iNoti- 

Jane, daughter of Sir Amias Bampfylde, of Polti- 

BKMre, in the same county, knight, by whom he had ^ ^ 

a daughter that died an infimt; and, secondly, to 

Joan, daughter of Sir William Strode, of Newman, 

knight, by whom he had four sons.' The eldest, 'Ihuabm. 

Sir Francis Drake, bart, married Dorothy, the tiS! 



Digitized by Google 



66 



HFK Ok SIU FAANCIS DHAKK. 



daughter of Mr. Pyn ; but dying withoat issue, the 
title devolved upon his nephew by his second bro- 
ther, Thomas, who became thereby Sir Francis 
Drake, bart., who frequently represented the tovm 
'uniilmm Tavistock in parliament.* He was thrice mar- 
ried, but had no issue but by bis last wife, who 
was the daughter of Sir Henry Pdlexfen, knight. 
Lord Chief Juetioe of the ConuiMm Fleas: his son 
and sttcoesaor by her was Sir Frands Henry Drake, 
baiL, who died January 26, 1740, leaving issue fay 
his wife, the sister of Sir William Heathcote, bart., 
three sons and two daughters.* The eldest of these, 
JK.5SS. Sir Francis Henry Drake, bart., was, in 1750, the 
representative of this family, and member of par- 
liament for Beeralston, in the county of Devon; and 
had in his possession a Bible, with an inscription 
indented on the edges, signifying, that it made the 
^FmnUaown tour of thc world With Sir Francis Drake."" There 
are many other relics preserved in the cabinets cS 
the curious, in memory of this femous person ; such 
as the staff made out of his ship before it was 
DuMtn* Leo. bioken up, in that of Mr. Thoresby at Leeds;* and 
there is hardly any collection of English money, in 



which there are not pieces of Queen Elizabeith's 

coin, supposed to be marked with a A^ake, in honour 
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of Sir Francis's voyage round the world, in the 

twenty-second year of her reiurn. I say, supposed, 

because some curious persons sugE^est, that this 

bird upon her coin is not a drake, but a dove ; and 

c<Miaider this tradition as a vulgar error.'' It may 'Biatwp m. 

be BO, indeed, for any thing we know with cer- liihubmy, 

taiaty; as, on the other hand, it may not be so, 

for any thing that has been said to the contrary. 

Two things, however, are certain; one, that there 

are a variety of marks upon the coin of that Queen, 

and the other, that they were sometimes placed 

in commemoration of remarkable events; as, for 

instance, the Belgic lion very fairly impressed upon 

the Queen's breast, at the time when she took the 

United Provinces under her royal protection.' It 'Tu.ireiUy'* 

Ducatus Lm. 

is, therefore, far from being impossible, and perhaps ^m^f.sm. 
it is not carrying the thing too far, to say, that it is 
not iStogether improbable, there may be some truth 
in this vulgar notion; for, that nothing of this is 
recorded in the histories of tills reign, is no 
Goosiderable objection, rince we are satisfied that 
many things of a like nature, the truth of which 
cannot be disputed, were nevertheless omitted, 
partly from the abundance of more weighty ma- 
terials, and partly from the want of attention in 

1 
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our historians to things of this nature, which would 

have left us in the dark as to many curious par- 
ticulars, if their negligence had not excited a strong 
spirit of inquiry in the learned lovers of English 
history who have lived in succeeding times, and 
whose industiy has been repaid by a variety of 
useful as well as entertaining discoveries. 



THE END. 



ION HON I 
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